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Increased Fas Ligand expression by T cells and tumour Cells in the
progression of actinic keratosis to squamous cell carcinoma
It is not knownwhether the immune system responds tomalignant squamous cell carcinoma (SCC) and benign
actinic keratosis (AK) differently. This study shows that SCC are inﬁltrated with larger numbers of Fas Ligand
expressing T cells than AK, but SCC cells increased Fas Ligand and decreased Fas. The immune system appears
to mount a more vigorous attack against the malignant SCC, which protects itself by reducing Fas and
expressing Fas Ligand to kill attacking T cells. Intervention that prevents SCC from interfering with Fas Ligand
mediated tumour destruction may be beneﬁcial in reducing AK progression into SCC.
Satchell AC, Barnetson RStC, Halliday GM. Increased Fas Ligand Expression by T cells and Tumour Cells in
the Progression of Actinic Keratosis to Squamous Cell Carcinoma. Br J Dermatol. 2004; 151: 49–56
Autoantibodies to desmocollins 1–3 in pemphigus
Hisamatsu et al produced recombinant proteins consisting of the entire extracellular domains of human desmocollin (Dsc) 1, 2 and 3 in baculovirus, and
subsequently established an enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA). By this ELISA, none of the classical pemphigus sera showed antibodies to any
Dsc. In contrast, one atypical pemphigus showed both IgG and IgA antibodies to Dsc1. Furthermore, this ELISA detected both IgA and IgG anti-Dsc3
antibodies in one atypical case, and IgA antibodies to both Dsc2 and Dsc3 in another. These results suggest that both IgG and IgA autoantibodies against
DSC1-3 are present in the sera of particular casese with non-classical pemphigus.
Hisamatsu Y, Amagai M, Garrod DR et al. The detection of IgG and IgA autoantibodies to desmocollins 1-3 by enzyme-linked immunosorbent assays using
baculovirus-expressed proteins, in atypical pemphigus but not in typical pemphigus. Br J Dermatol 2004; 151: 80–90
Different pattern of inﬁltrate in Pseudopelade of Brocq
In a set of 12 patients affected by Pseudopelade of Brocq (PB), 5 ⁄ 12 were identiﬁed as secondary PB (diagnosed as discoid lupus erythematosus or lichen
planopilaris) and 7 ⁄ 12 as idiopathic PB by means of histology and direct immunoﬂuorescence. The phenotypic pattern of inﬁltration allowed to further
differentiate secondary (richer in lymphocytes) versus idiopathic PB (richer in resident cells). The pattern of cytokine expression showed the presence of
ﬁbrogenic molecules, interleukin (IL)-4, IL-6, bFGF, and TGF-b in all cases, suggesting the involvement of mechanisms mediated by Th2 and Th3 cytokines
in PB.
Moretti S, Amato L, Massi D et al. Evaluation of inﬂammatory inﬁltrate and ﬁbrogenic cytokines in Pseudopelade of Brocq suggests the involvement of Th2
and Th3 cytokines. BrJ Dermatol 2004; 151: 91–97
Immunophenotyping of inﬂammatory cells in lesional skin of the extrinsic and intrinsic types of atopic
dermatitis
Recently, the term intrinsic AD (ADi), which may account for 15 to 45% of AD patients, is a name proposed for a subgroup of atopic dermatitis (AD)
patients with normal total and speciﬁc IgE levels, negative skin tests towards common allergens and older age of onset. In contradistinction to ‘‘extrinsic’’
AD (ADe), ADi seems to have a lower capacity of skin T cells to induce IgE production in B cells, possibly due to a lower level of interleukin (IL)-13
production in ADi. This study showed expression of T-cell markers and epidermal Langerhans cells were similarly increased in both forms of AD but dermal
inﬁltration of eosinophils and eosinophil granular proteins was more prominent in ADe than ADi. Eotaxin immunoreactivity was also signiﬁcantly higher in
the extrinsic subtype. The study demonstrated more similarities than differences between ADe and ADi in the inﬂammatory cell micromileu. However,
differential tissue eosinophilia was found between ADe and ADi patients, which could result from differences in T-cell production of IL-5 in the lesional skin.
Rho N-K, Kim W-S, Lee D-Y et al. Immunophenotyping of inﬂammatory cells in lesional skin of the extrinsic and intrinsic types of atopic dermatitis. Br J
Dermatol 2004; 151: 126–132
Evaluation of a BP180-NC16a enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay in
the initial diganosis of bullous pemphigoid
Bullous pemphigoid (BP) is a common subepidermal immunobullous disease, characterized by autoanti-
bodies targeting BP230 and BP180 hemidesmosomal proteins. Immunoblotting studies have reported that
50-60% of BP sera react with epitopes within the membrane-proximal non-collagenous domain (NC16a) of
BP180. To determine the usefulness of an NC16a domain BP180 ELISA in the diagnosis of BP, this study
assayed sera from 60 untreated cases of BP, 60 healthy normal volunteers and sera from 36 cases of
pemphigus. The data suggests that it is a reproducible and objective assay of BP180 antibodies and thus
provides useful information not obtainable by other techniques.
Sakuma-Oyama Y, Powell AM, Oyama N et al. Evaluation of a BP180-NC16a enzyme-linked immuno-
sorbent assay in the initial diganosis of bullous pemphigoid. Br J Dermatol 2004; 151: 133–138
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